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She had once been in the habit of attending such affairs
(arriving once, to general scandal, in a cab), but she had broken
herself of this before 1784.

III.  Shadows.  I can find no date for Ribbing's duel with
Essen, but fancy I have antedated it considerably. Essen did
not marry Charlotta De Geer until 1788.

The whole story of Emily De Geer, as given here and in the
Epilogue, is taken from an otherwise reliable book, Le Comte
Axel von Fersen, by F. De Gelis. My attempts to find better
historical warrant were defeated by the war and the inter-
ruption of communications with Sweden.

IV.  False Dawn.  I know nothing of Ten Ququa' except
his name, nationality, and residence in Goteborg: even T'ing
Kai' is a guess at the Chinese original of a rather baffling
concoction.

Fersen was not sent to the town until after Gustav had
arrived there on his amazing ride. But the details of that
ride, and of Governor Durietz's behaviour (including the
furniture-removal), are all historical.

The long speech of Gustav is very freely paraphrased from
one he delivered to the assembled Houses on February 17th,
1789. The original is recognised as one of the supreme master-
pieces of Swedish prose. Literally translated into English,
much of it falls rather flat, owing to the differences of the '
two languages. It seems to me that an attempt at eloquence,
however free, is a juster reproduction than a close but more
pedestrian translation.

V.  Deluge.   I have probably exaggerated the part played
by Fersen in the events of 1789-90. He was certainly present
at the looting of the Hotel de Ville on October 5th.   He
certainly rode to Versailles to warn the Queen, and his curious
repetition of her word *r6pit} is vouched for in Madame
D'Adhemar's memoirs. (In choosing my locale for the interview
and describing Marie-Antoinette's dress, I have fallen under
the influence of that queer book, An Adventure, by Miss
Moberly and Miss Jourdain: these ladies had a very strange